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Almost the Answer, featuring Redeemer’s own Stretch 


| a 


brothers 


Redeemer’s Student Voice 


An Evening of Musical Entertainment 


BY SIMON LESIEUR 


It’s Friday night and I’m 
really bored. What is there to do 
around here? I pick up a copy of 
‘Time Out’ to see what's going 
on. ..who am I kidding, I’d been 
anticipating Almost — the 
Answer/Lucerin show since 
I first from Western 
to Redeemer. So it was with great 
expectations that I lined up with 
Redeemer folk, 
rock event of the 


this 
Blue 
immigrated 


other fans and 
awaiting the 
month 

After Almost the Answer’s 
rather disjointed performance a 
few months ago in their hometown 
of Hanover, they spent part of 
February recording their as-of-yet 
untitled 5-track EP. With that being 
said, the songs and band had clearly 
benefited from being trapped in the 
studio. 

At 8 pm, the doors opened 
and the comfortable crowd of 50 
to 75 people made its way into 
the Black Box, eagerly awaiting 
Almost the Answer to hit the stage. 


After being introduced by Beck- 


look-alike-me Nathan Dejager, the 
band kicked into their first of eight 
songs, beginning with “Lover, Not 
a Fighter.” After a stellar, powerful 
opener, it became evident that the 
band was on fire. After the ashes 
settled down, the band performed 


a song that had been debuted 
acoustically at Redeemer, titled 
“No Time for the Sky.” 

Being familiar with 
the melodiously intertwining 
harmonies and delicate tones 


had 
they could 


of their acoustic demos, | 
doubts as to whether 
transfer the emotion and beauty 
captured in their earlier material 
to a live, electric setting. Friday's 
performance did just that. The 
guitarists Cam Stretch and Geoff 
Williams as the well as drummer 
Connor Thompson 
colourful sonie tapestry distantly 
reminiscent of Led Zepplin’s 
brighter days, Nathan Stretch’s 
charismatic stage and 
emotion-drenched 
themselves beautifully to Brenden 
whimsical keyboard 


wove a 


presence 


vocals mixed 


Foote’s 


atmosphere, reminding me of Joy 
Division, or perhaps Van Morisson 
going rock. 

Overall, Almost the 
Answer's performance established 
them once again as a solid rock 
ensemble. Then again, the word 
“rock” does not do them justice. 
Their musicality and 
creativity goes beyond what most 
“rock” bands are doing right now. 

A little past 9 pm, Vegas- 
rock hipsters Lucerin Blue took 
over the stage to blow the crowd 
away. They performed a selection 
of tracks from their upcoming 
album, Tales of the Knife, which 
will be released by Tooth and Nail 
Records on May 20th 2003. Lucerin 
Blue delivered a mix of heavy riffs, 
audio adrenaline and mesmerizing 
vocals, solidly reinforced through 
their hypnotizing stage presence (if 
you see bassist Paul in performance, 
you'll understand). 

While some in the audience 
compared them to the Deftones, 
perhaps due to the bone-chilling 
backup vocals on a few songs, their 


sense of 


style is something rather unique. 
Stone Temple Pilots go vegas (but 
sober). Or maybe Wes Borland or 
Taproot meets Oklahoma. Either 
way, the band sounds incredible and 
refreshing. 

The band joked around with 
the crowd as Justin (lead vocals) 
dedicated a ‘dirty trucker song’ to 
Cam's girlfriend. Later in the set, 
Ryan (drums) forgot where he was 
supposed to come in, prompting 
Nathan (guitar/back-up vocals) to 
joke about Ryan’‘s dismissal from the 
band. Overall, the band was in good 
spirits. 

The night incredible 
performances by both bands, and it 
was definitely worth the $5 it cost to 
get into the Black Box, which by the 
way, was a much better venue than 
I had anticipated. The setup was 
worthy of any good ol’ rock n’ roll 
garage show, with complementary 
lights under the stage. Unfortunately, 
according to one of the sound guys, 
Coldplay stole Lucerin Blue’s green 
laser lights, which would have been 
cool to see. Maybe next time. 


2003/2004 RUC Budget Open Forum 


BY ERIN GOHEEN 


On Monday, February 10 an Open 
Forum was facilitated by Student 
Senate for the 
Redeemer University College’s 2003/ 
04 Budget and the details pertaining 
to students. Members of the Budget 
Planning Committee were present to 
answer any questions that students 
might have. The Budget Planning 
Committee is composed of nine 
members, including President 
Cooper as chairperson and various 
other senior administrators. The 
committee works closely with each 
department at Redeemer and with 
the faculty and the student body — 
via Student Senate. 

Student active 
participant in the budget process. 
My role as Student Senate President 


announcement of 


Senate is an 


has been to sit in on the committee 
meetings, to felay information 
back to Student Senate, to obtain 
their feedback and requests, and 
then to bring those requests to the 
committee. In addition, President 
Cooper came to one of Senate's late 
night meetings and presented more- 
detailed budget information to the 
entire Senate and fielded all sorts 
of questions from Senators, This 
gave the student representatives an 
excellent picture of the scope of the 
budget and an understanding of 
how tuition and housing fits into the 
bigger picture. 

Every year it is Redeemer’s 
promise to students to keep tuition 


and housing increases between 
three and five percent. These 
numbers are quite similar to the 
average 3-6% increases of one 


of our. sister institutions, Calvin 
College, according to one of their 
admissions counsellors. This year 
Student Senate was originally given 
the parameter of a 3% increase in 
housing, which Senate approved 
because 3% sits close to present 
inflation rates, and a 4% increase in 
tuition. Student Senate approved the 
range of a 3.5-4% increase in tuition, 
but they strongly recommended that 
the committee consider lowering 
the increase to 3.5%. In the end, the 
Budget Planning Committee was 
able to honour this request. The 
weekend before the Open Forum, 
the Board of Governors approved 
that gesture. 

At the Open Forum and in his 
following email to all students, 
President Cooper reiterated that 
tuition is not being raised to cover 


the costs of expansion, a concern that 
students often raise. The background 
for the increased costs was presented 
in the Open Forum. In his email to 
students dated February 11, 2003, 
Cooper writes, “In general these 
increases reflect the higher cost of 
operating Redeemer next year with 
800 full-time equivalent students 
and 450 students in residence...Next 
year’s budget will also include 
increased financial aid, three 
additional full-time faculty members, 
seven additional staff members 
including a full-time chaplain, 
expansion of the bookstore and food 
store, and ongoing maintenance 
on the residences.” Many of these 
palpable additions will be manifest 
to students in the coming academic 
year. 
Budget Continued on Page 2 


eOPINIONS=? 


by Brian 
vanOosten 


As I sit here, struggling 
mightily to complete an editorial, 
I am struck by something. I don’t 
care. This isn’t some cry for help, 
some diatribe on the harshness 
that is my life. It is simply a case 
of Winter Malaise. 

You all, of course, know what 
I am talking about. As I walk 
around the halls of Redeemer, 
looking for inspiration, I see the 
effects everywhere. It is on the 
students’ faces, in the dreary 
weather, in the slush and dirt 
coating the floors. There are just 
too many factors weighing on a 
student's mind to have anything 
meaningful to say to his peers. 
But perhaps you can all share in 
my malaise, and we can come to a 
common understanding. 

What causes this unfortunate 
condition, you may be wondering. 
A number of factors, beyond the 
weather, seem to culminate at 
the end of winter. Finances, of 
course, are a primary concern of 
the poor student. When March 
rolls around, the Christmas 
money has dried up, OSAP is long 
gone, and tax returns are simply a 
too-distant future (assuming we 
have mustered the willpower to 
complete the forms). Just when 
you can no longer afford drown 
our sorrows in restaurant (or 


Mailbag: 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 
DEFENSE OF EDITORIAL 


I must say, I was very happy 
to read the published response 
to my editorial. Christy Paterson 
obviously cared about the 
situation and the opinion of her 
fellow students. Her comments 
regarding the Winter Retreat were 
helpful. In a way, it does make 
sense that off-campus students 
would simply have to pay for 
the food they were eating. Still, 
I believe it should be a matter of 


EDITORIAL 


pub) fare, the troubling issues of the 
upcoming year become paramount. 

There is some hope for those of 
us who have squandered our funds 
that we will make a small fortune 
during the summer, amassing 
thousands of dollars. Of course, this 
requires an employer, which in turn 
requires considerable effort to find 
and convince. For those of us whose 
parents do not own greenhouses or 
Christian bookstores, we are forced 
to prostitute ourselves to the open 
market. The prospect of putting 
forth so much effort just at the 
time when I want nothing more 
than to sleep fifteen hours a day is 
daunting, to say the least. 

This distress is only heightened 
for those students who cannot find 
an excuse to come back to school 
in the fall and must find gainful 
employment of a more long-term 
sort. Special consideration must be 
given to those students whose debt 
load is already so staggering that 
they doubt their ability to continue 
their adventures in academia. 

Now, while papers loom large, 
midterm grades are coming back 
and the abyss seems to darken, we 
are forced to engage in the politics 
involved in housing. Everyone 
who intends to come back needs 
to find a place to live. For many of 
us, selectively choosing the perfect 
group of eight people with whom to 
share a dorm in the fall is difficult. 
For others, going through the 
interview process and concomitant 


principle for all student events to be 
the same price for all students. 

I did not mean to imply 
that it is impossible for off-campus 
students to find “community” at 
Redeemer, if you.see that word as 
meaning a group .of friends and 
compatriots. Also, Student Senate 
has obviously done a fine job and 
is not my concern in any way. As 
Christy said, clubs, school teams, 
student politics and the like are 
important, and I am involved in all 
of them to some degree. However, 
the point is not that it is hard 
for off-campus students to make 
friends. Rather, it is hard to find 


uncertainty of an RA _ position 
makes for sleepless nights. Due to 
“double-cohort” 
coming soon to a province near you, 
most of us have the responsibility to 
find off-campus accommodation that 
meets at least two of the following 
three requirements: that it cost less 
than tuition, that it not be more 
than ten minutes from campus and 
finally, that it not be infested with 


the much-touted 


flesh eating ogres. 
Apparently 


Mr. Amor will 


a girlfriend. 


Of course, one night of partying 
It seems 
to have much deeper roots. 
Canadians, we have an ingrained 
with 
We profess to love hockey, 
snowboarding, curling, polar bears, 


won't solve the problem. 


love/hate 
winter. 


relationship 


a place within on-campus 
life. It permeates almost all 
aspects of the school. From 
an outsider’s perspective, 
on-campus students are 
coddled and gigen a better 
opportunity 
all that the school has to 
offer. 1 do, however, advise 
any student who reads this 
to take Christy's advice 
and find ways to become 
involved in school life 
and take advantage of any 
opportunity given to them. 


Budget Continued From Page 1 


How can I Pay for my Education? 

Financial concerns were forefront 
in the minds of those in attendance 
at the 2003/04 RUC Budget Open 
Forum. Students asked questions 
centred on computer services and 
energy conservation issues, but 
surprisingly enough no questions 
were asked in regards to financial 
aid. Marion Ryks-Szelekovszky, 
Senior Director of Admissions and 
Student Services, was on hand 
to field such questions but was 
disappointed not to be able to share 
ways that students can benefit next 
year. The exciting news is that next 
year’s financial aid budget has been 
increased by $400,000. Much of these 
monies will be directed towards 
academic scholarships and returning 
student bursaries, and a portion will 
also be allocated towards additional 
work study positions. 

Ryks-Szelekovszky observed 
that “in the last several years, an 
increasing number of scholarships 
and bursaries have been offered 


Redeemer’s Board of Governors 


but fewer students are applying 
for them.” This observation is 
surprising, given the amount of stress 
that students have about paying 
tuition and housing every year. 
One of the reasons for this lower 
number of applicants may be the 
fact that some of these scholarships 
or bursaries require the applicant to 
devote time and energy to writing 
essays, finding people to fill out 
reference forms, or obtaining official 
high school transcripts. As students, 
we all know the craziness of a busy 
schedule. Is this lack of time keeping 
students from devoting energy to 
uncovering financial aid as well? 
Unfortunately, every year a 
few awards are not distributed or 
are made later because few or no 
applicants are found by the deadline. 
Redeemer is aware of the large 
financial burden that many students 
carry on account of their commitment 
to a Christian liberal arts education 
and accordingly works hard to make 
money available every year. Ryks- 


Szelekovsky specifically 
mentioned the donors who 
have made funds available 
to assist students in their 
financial responsibilities at 
Redeemer: “These donors 
are thrilled when the awards 
can be made to eligible 
students!” 

If you are a_ student 
struggling with tuition and 
housing costs, be proactive 
in seeking out all forms of 
financial aid—even if the 
application process requires 
some legwork or essay- 
writing. It will be worth 
it! Take advantage of the 
generosity of donors that are 
striving to make Redeemer 
more affordable for all of 
us. Assistant Director of 
Financial Aid, Don Russell, 
is always more than happy 
to speak with students about 
their options. 


JAMIE KARLSEN 


masochism 
pandemic proportion is afflicting our 
student body because it is precisely 
this time of year that we have deemed 
fitting to run the Spring Formal. We _ in. 
all browse the seating diagram in 
the Senate Office, pretending to pick 
some prime real estate at which to 
flaunt our finery while really we are 
assessing the couples - expected an 
unexpected - and ascertaining who 
is most desperate and who is most 
resigned to their relational status. 
Perhaps this whole formal idea 
isn’t such a bad one though. Perhaps 
eating communal in a decorated of 
room in our Sunday best could 
spice up our lives a little. Perhaps 
give conclusive 
evidence that he does indeed have 


to, experience... 


Winter Weeping, Wailing and Gnashing 


Staying inside 


the house? 


escaping 


As 


up, princess.” 


these 


to avoid 


etc. and yet any snowfall beyond 
2cm causes us to furrow our brows 
in frustration. Snowboarding is all 
well and good, polar bears I could 
take or leave, but shoveling snow? 
Bah! I'll wait for a warm spell to 
take care of it for me, thanks. 

There are even grave medical 
ramifications of winter malaise. 
the 
elements is simply short sighted 
thinking. Any extended period of 
of time without stepping out into the 
embrace of the flaming sun god 
Ra, and the rickets set in before 
you know it. I feel them setting 
Anyone here know what 
rickets are? Is there a doctor in 


I suppose I’m not in much 
of a position to complain about 
these things as I am here, in my 
fifth year, apparently of my own 
volition, and will probably be 
here again. Yet, you are likely 
expecting me to offer some sort of 
simple prescription, some means 
doldrums. 
However, there really is no escape 
except to wait it out. The snow 
will eventually melt, exams will 
come and go, and finances have a 
funny way of working themselves 
out in the end. But at the root of it 
is this: it may be cathartic to weep, 
wail and gnash our teeth about 
our present plight, but if we didn’t 
like it, we wouldn’t be here. 
in the words of Han Solo, “Suck it 


So, 
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Breaking Out of Sodom and Gomorrah: 
Scripture, Christianese, and Sexual Purity 


BY JAMES BRINK 


Rob Powell began his ministry 
years at a small church in West 
Vancouver surrounded by a 
flamboyant gay community. He 
describes his experience as often 
antagonistic, but also emotionally 
moving, sometimes intensely so. 

On the one hand, news reporters 
would thrust microphones in his 
face, asking him in damned-if-you- 
do, damned-if-you-don’t fashion, 
“Do you think you're going to save 
all these people?” 

On the other hand, he would 
minister to “transgendered” 
individuals who had _ done 
everything to evade the genetics 
of their birth, including having the 
requisite surgeries. They would 
come to Christ with a desire to be 
“made whole” with an intensity as 
heart-breaking as it was inspiring. 

Others would join Rob in his 
prayers for all the shattered lives 
in the city. One of his favourite 
analogies for the person caught 
in their own destruction is that 
of Humpty-Dumpty, with the 
difference that Christ the king is 
able to repair the irreparable. A 
Japanese youth, recounted Rob in 
his best Asian accent (unfortunately 
not very good), was so taken with 
the illustration that he used it in 
his prayer over a brothel: “Oh 
Lord, there are so many Humpty- 
Dumpties in this place.” 

Powell, now a part-time chaplain 
at Redeemer, led a seminar entitled 
“Breaking Out of Sodom and 
Gomorrah” last Wednesday in the 
Executive Dining Room. Twenty- 
one students came to hear him talk 
about sexual purity in an age when 
sex, as Arthur Levine says, is “a 
series of one-night stands fuelled by 
alcohol.” 

The title of the seminar is 
certainly provocative. Powell said, 
“the biblical words haven't lost 
their power.” Student Life may 


Alcohol, Tobacco, & 


BY KARRIE FALLS 
Why have Holiness and 
Pentecostal churches advocated 


abstinence from alcohol, tobacco, 
and narcotics drugs? Why not allow 
moderate use of these substances? 

First Corinthians 6:19,20 has 
historically been held in high 
regard by Holiness and Pentecostal 
Christians. “Do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were 
bought at a price. Therefore honor 
God with your body.” This and 
other passages warning against 
drunkenness have been considered 
sufficient reason for advocating 
complete abstinence from the use 
of alcohol, tobacco, or narcotics. 
Not only is the human body the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, which is 
not to be defiled, but there are other 
reasons for complete abstinence: (1) 
Contemporary society is plagued 
with the destructive consequences 
of these three addictive substances 
and (2) Even moderate use of the 
substances, especially alcohol and 
drugs, too often leads to destructive 
addictive habits. 

Alcohol. The Scriptures speak 
often of the destructive power 
of alcohol. Noah’s drunkenness 
brought shame to his family (Gen. 
9:20-27). Lot’s drunkenness resulted 
in an incestuous relationship with 
his two daughters (Gen. 19;30-38). 
An inebriated Xerxes sought to 
humiliate Queen Vashti publicly 
(Est. 1:9-22). The consumption of 
alcoho! impairs judgment, inflames 
passions, and invites violence (Ley, 
10:8-11; Prov. 20:1, 23:29-35, 31:4,5), 

Alcoholism and the depression 
associated with it often leads to a 
breakdown of moral inhibitions, 
indiscreet or violent behavior, or 
Long-term 
dri an permanently damage 
pancreas, brain, and 


le nsciousness. 


the \Ver, 


have missed the mark: given the 
cities’ strong associations with 
homosexuality, the title alone could 
account for the seminar’s poor 
showing of students. 

In contrast, at least one 
student was angry that Sodom 
and Gomorrah were used to refer 
merely to sexual sins, stating that 
the cities’ were judged for a host 
of immoral practices. It appears, 
however, that the title was drawn 
from Jude 7, which makes Sodom 
and Gomorrah, as well as the 
surrounding cities, an example of 
the sexually perverse who “suffer 
the punishment of eternal fire.” 

Powell used Sodom and 
Gomorrah as metaphors for our 
own culture, Western culture 
defines itself by freedom, 
both personal and political. 
Freedom is a worthy goal, 
but the question we must 
ask is, “Freedom on what 
terms?” And the answer 
is usually, “On my terms.” 
In other words, we want the 
freedom to do what we want, not 
what we should. Scripture calls 
this kind of freedom “perversion,” 
or as Powell put it, acting “without 
parameters.” The moral law is a 
framework for freedom, not tyranny. 
It is the context that tells us whether 
we are acting in accordance with our 
created purpose. 

Most people realize that freedom 
must have limits, e.g. child-molesters 
should be locked away. Yet they have 
no real reason to say so, other than 
that they think child-molestation is 
wrong. If the individual is the only 
judge of morality, what prevents the 
child-molester from determining his 
own morality? His only real misstep 
is getting caught by those whose 
freedom includes locking him up in 
a concrete cell. 

Social freedom is war of all 
against all, a game with winners 
and losers. The winners are called 
“moral,” and the losers “immoral.” 


heart. Binge drinking on university 
campuses has caused instant deaths. 
It is estimated there are 14 million 
problem drinkers in the United 
States. Alcohol-impaired drivers 
cause half of all fatal automobile 
accidents. The annual cost of 
alcohol-related accidents, illness, 
violent crimes, and loss of work time 
is estimated to exceed 100 billion 
dollars. 

Illegal Drugs. Though drug use 
is not specifically mentioned in 
the Bible, its impact on the drug 
user and on society far exceeds 
the evil results of alcohol abuse. 
The addictive nature of certain 
drugs is so powerful that a single 
episode can hook an individual for 
life. Furthermore, the irreversible 
physical damage to one’s organs 
and mental capacities makes drugs 
extremely dangerous. The greatest 
danger is the all-consuming control 
of one’s life, constantly interrupting 
one’s focus on work and destroying 
one’s personal relationships and 
spiritual well being. Beyond the 
personal toll of drug addiction is 
the disastrous burden it places on 
families and society. 

Alcohol and illegal drug use 
are well-documented factors in 
domestic violence, road and work 
rage, child abuse, suicide, and a 
variety of other socially destructive 
behaviors. Alcoholism and drug 
addiction present a national crisis 
threatening to destroy the fabric of 
our society. 

Tobacco. While smoking and 
chewing tobacco does not impair 
one’s judgment nor carry many of 
the relational side effects of alcohol 
and illegal drugs, tobacco has now 
been proven to be a primary health 
concern. Yet year after year, young 
people are becoming hooked on the 
habit through effective advertising 
campaigns that deceptively 
associate smoking with maturity 
and popularity. 


At this point, many will face the fact 
that some things are just and right, 
and other things are just plain wrong 
— but where the line is, they don’t 
know. Their definition of freedom, 
said Powell, is actually 
free-fall. 

The situation 
in Sodom and 


Gomorrah 
Ww’: aan 
precisely 
the same: like 
the gay 
community 
of West 
Vancouver, 
the goal of the 
was to _ break 
boundaries, to 
“pursue this thing 
flat out.” Tragically, Christians 
accept that. Sure, it might be slowly 
and reluctantly but we are products 
of our culture. As Powell said, 
“Sensuality is in the air, in the water, 
and we make peace with it.” 

On the other hand, Powell 
made the optimistic assumption 
that, “If you're here [at Redeemer], 
purity matters to you.” Students 
are concerned about “God having 
his way in our lives.” And in an 
evangelical twist on Matthew 17: 
20, Powell declared, “If you say 
yes, God can move mountains.” 


cities 


Presumably if we don’t, He can't. 

Fortunately, the seminar relied 
more on Scripture than pop- 
Christian phrases. Powell used 2 
Tim. 2:22 as the seminar’s key 

verse, which calls us to, “Flee 

the evil desires of youth, and 

pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.” 

Two major points can be made 
on this verse, First, we must not 
“flirt with” the evil desires of youth. 
In fact, we are called to flee. But how 
does a person run away from their 
culture? 

Powell said secondly that it is 
more a choice of socialization than 
absenting ourselves from society. 
We cannot simply run away from 
sin — we are called to “pursue 
righteousness, etc.” We shed sin by 
clothing ourselves with Christ. And 
we do this much more effectively 
within the community of the 
church. 

If we “socialize” with those who 
also “call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart,” the resulting community will 
be a model to the society around 
us. Our faith, love, and peace will 
contrast with the characteristics 
of false communities, such as the 
individualism of the New-Age 
movement, or the group-think of the 
gay community. 

After a short discussion on 
practical ways to “flee evil” and 
“pursue righteousness,” Powell 
turned to Ephesians 4, and began to 
talk about personal purity. We must 
admit that wilful disobedience has 
more integrity than rationalized, 
theologized disobedience. Under 
temptation, we justify committing 
sin — our nature works to “elevate 
the attractive elements of sin,” and 
“suppresses the fact that it’s pure 
poison.” Said Powell: “when you're 
in a state of temptation it’s almost 
like you get a Novocaine shot into 
your reason.” Upon observation, 


we're forced to have the utmost 
respect for our ability to deceive 
ourselves. 

Ephesians 4:17, however, tells 
us not to “live in the futility of 
[the Gentile’s] thinking.” Powell 
asserted that “if people give 
themselves over to sensuality...they 
lose their spiritual sensitivity.” His 
statement is somewhat inaccurate, 
in that it inverts the progression of 
Ephesians 4:19. There the Gentiles 
are described as having “given 
themselves over to sensuality” 
because they have “lost all 
sensitivity.” 

In other words, they are already 
hardened and separated from God. 
Thus, the answer is not to avoid 
giving “our rationality over to a 
lustful spirit,” but to repent (Eph. 
4:22) and to “be made new...and 
to put on the new self.” Powell 
rightly says that we “need to be 
transformed.” 

Once that happens, we are 
equipped to war against the 
powers of evil. We can resist 
our evil desires, and deny the 
devil’s lies. We can also pursue 
the righteousness that 2 Tim. 2:22 
demands. 

Practically, that means that men 
will look at women as their sisters 
in Christ, while women see men 
as their brothers. It is difficult to 
use this perspective as a blanket 
paradigm for relationships, but 
it simply means treat our fellow 
believers with selfless love. In 
Powell's case, “selfless love” meant 
not kissing a woman from the time 
he became a Christian to the time 
he met his wife. 

In what can only be interpreted 
as an attempt to head off those 
who would protest against the 
prohibition of all intimate contact, 
Powell stated that the Song of 
Solomon was not really relevant to 
the discussion. It is “very difficult 
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Drugs; A Different Perspective 


For many years the Surgeon 
General of the United States has 
warned society of the dangers of 
smoking, and has even gone to the 
point of forcing tobacco companies 
to place the warnings on their 
products. But it was not until the 
casualties of mouth and lung cancer 
and addiction to nicotine began to 
increase did people take the warning 
seriously. When it became evident 
that non-smokers were becoming 
victims of diseases caused by inhaling 
second-hand tobacco smoke, society 
began mounting major opposition 
against the use of tobacco. While 
medical studies in recent years have 
shown conclusively that smoking 
is the leading cause of lung cancer, 
the Church has opposed the use of 
tobacco because it is a habit that is 
harmful to a Christian’s testimony as 
well as to a Christian’s body, which 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

With these realities about 
alcohol, tobacco, and drug use, the 
argument for abstinence is well 
established. The Christian is called 
to a higher standard of self-control 
and self-denial concerning those 
things not beneficial to his physical 
and spiritual well being. To argue 
for any level of “moderate use” 
of alcohol, narcotics, or tobacco is 
to be insensitive to the weight of 
Scripture and the present perils of 
our society. Christians realize the 
pressing need for a pure testimony 
before our world. As the apostle 
Paul said, “I urge you . . . in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your spiritual act 
of worship. Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God's will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will” (Romans 12:1,2), 

CONCERNS: 

The use of alcohol, narcotics, and 


tobacco mentioned above exact a 
heavy toll, not only on the addicted 
person, but also on all of society. 
Drug abuse can make an addict 
incapable of being a productive 
individual in the larger society, thus 
increasing the financial burden on 
the rest of society. Medical treatment 
for injuries and illnesses caused 
by the addictions further consume 
resources that could be put to a 
much better use. And as drug abuse 
often leads to criminal activity, 
society pays a double cost in added 
insurance and law enforcement 
costs. We call upon all of society 
to fight these addictive substances 
used by Satan to keep individuals 
in bondage to his power over their 
lives. 

Where did evangelical objections 
to smoking and drinking come 
from? 

Though Christian objections to 
alcohol and tobacco may be called 
“Puritanical” by some, these stances 
are actually of much more recent 
vintage. In fact, the Puritans drank 
beer. The Mayflower log book from 
1620 records that one of the reasons 
that ship stopped at Plymouth, 
rather than searching for a more 
hospitable spot further south, was 
“our victuals being much spent, 
especially our beer.” 

American colonists soon took 
a fancy to native tobacco as well. 
Some colonial leaders in New 
England, though, opposed smoking 
right away, primarily because of 
health concerns. For example, the 
governor of New Amsterdam (now 
New York) banned smoking in 1639, 
and the general court of Connecticut 
declared in 1650 that only persons 
over 21 who had a prescription for 
tobacco could smoke. Massachusetts 
outlawed smoking in 1683, 
Meanwhile, Anglican clergymen 
in Virginia were routinely paid in 
tobacco rather than currency. 

Concerted campaigns against 


drinking and smoking began 
in the early nineteenth century. 
Alcohol — particularly hard 
liquor—was the primary concern. 
Coalitions of pastors, civic leaders, 
and especially women argued that 
liquor destroyed lives, ravaged 
families, eroded morality, and 
contributed to crime. Drinkers 
were called upon to “temper” 
their habits, switching from 
spirits to beer, or to abstain from 
alcohol completely. Smoking got 
lumped in with the temperance 
campaign because it was reputed 
to disease both the mind and the 
body, and because it was said to 
dry the mouth, which made the 
smoker pant for a drink. 
Nineteenth-century 
temperance work appealed 
to a broad swath of society, 
including many members of 
what would later be deemed 
“liberal” churches. This changed 
somewhat in the early twentieth 
century, when prohibitions on 
drinking, smoking, dancing, 
cards, movies, revealing dress, 
and so forth became hallmarks of 
Fundamentalism and emerging 
Pentecostalism. Some of the older 
efforts continued, though. When 
I was in elementary school, in 
the 1980s, the local chapter of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union (founded 1873) sponsored 
an annual contest for the best 
anti-drug poster. Each participant 
received a pencil emblazoned with 
the classic temperance slogan, 
“My body is a temple of God.” I 
think the winner received $20. 
Legal prohibition of alcohol, 
interestingly, may have had as 
much to do with patriotism as 
with religion. Families of German 
origin—such as Pabst, Miller, 
Schlitz, and Anheuser—controlled 
most of America’s major breweries 
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Canada’s Role in Iraq |Students Offer Iraq Perspectives 


BY PIETER HARSEVOORT 


The mere possibility of an attack 
on Iraq has split the world into two 
distinct factions. America, Britain, 
and Australia, among other nations, 
are aggressively in favour of ousting 
dictator Saddam Hussein using 
military might. President Bush 
stated, “We can’t allow the world’s 
worst leaders to blackmail, threaten, 
hold freedom-loving nations hostage 
with the world’s worst weapons.” 
But elsewhere, nations such as 
France and Germany are opposed to 
an offensive in the Middle East. Amr 
Mousa, secretary general of the Arab 
League, posited that a US attack on 
Iraq “would open the gates of hell 
in the Middle East.” Although, even 
in America, populations are split 
over the matter, only a relative few 
remain undecided. It is the type of 
issue that doesn’t lend itself well to 
neutrality, until we come to Canada. 

Canada has long been a 
close ally of America, so when the 
issue of Iraq was first revived it 
seemed a logical assumption that 
Prime Minister Chretien would 
support his friend to the South. 
When Britain’s Tony Blair buddied 
up with Bush, it seemed clear that 
Chretien would do the same. Such 
clarity was misplaced. Just one 
month ago Joe Clark criticized 
Chretien, saying that he was “being 
dangerously ambiguous as to what 
Canada’s position would be... No one 
knows where Canada stands. Our 
allies don’t know, our citizens don’t 
know, [Chrétien’s] own government 
doesn’t know.” 

It was a fair criticism, for 
there were many conflicting claims 
flying around. Defence Minister 
John McCallum’s vague comment 
that some countries “may say, ‘We're 
doing it only with a UN mandate.’ 
We're saying we much prefer that, 
but we may do it otherwise,” seems 
to favour the idea of an attack on 
Iraq. But the PM and Bill Graham, 
our Minister of Foreign Affairs, are 
seemingly plain in their desire to act 
only with the support of the United 
Nations. Graham, just a few weeks 
ago, assured us that “[nobody] 
is supporting Saddam Hussein, 
but everybody recognizes that in 
international politics you have to 
have a process. Before you invade 


a sovereign country there has to 
be a reason for it or we're going to 
[have] international chaos.” The PM 
boldly stated, “We have to operate 
under the UN resolution.” Whether 
this stance is a permanent one, or 
whether Bush’s actions in the near 
future will soften Canadian resolve, 
only time will tell. What can be said 
for now is that the time to make 
a decision, whether to support a 
unilateral attack on Iraq or to wait 
for UN approval, must be made 
soon. In the words of Liberal MP 
Art Egleton, “We could wake up one 
morning and find ourselves reading 
that bombs are being dropped in 
Baghdad, so we don’t have an awful 
lot of time to get this all figured 
out.” 

Whether Canada joins the 
US in ejecting Saddam Hussein in 
the near future, for America seems 
determined to act, or whether 
it stands back and waits for the 
approval of the UN, it seems that 
war will not be avoided. The Iraqi 
dictator does not seem overly 
cooperative with the UN, and 
unless something changes in the 
near future, as MP John Harvard 
put it, “I don’t think war can be 
averted.” If and when Canada 
does attack Iraq, its participation 
would likely be relatively minimal. 
Among the support Canada would 
likely lend to such an attack are 
her light-armoured Coyotes, the 
“highly sophisticated weapons in 
military reconnaissance.” Expected 
to accompany the Coyotes are 
Canada’s Joint Task Force 2 troops, 
a special anti-terrorist division, as 
well as anti-submarine surveillance 
and tactical transport planes. If it 
comes to armed conflict, Canada’s 
contribution would most likely be 
less than the 2,500 troops it sent to 
Afghanistan. 

What exactly will occur in 
the near future remains uncertain. 
For now we have only questions. 
Will Canada soon send troops to 
Iraq? Can war be avoided? Dare 
we ignore the threat embodied in 
Saddam Hussein? Dare we attack? 
Perhaps the only thing we can say 
with assurance is “Thy will be done, 


on earth as it is in heaven.” 
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BY STUART STAAL 

The Fireside Chat, sponsored by 
Redeemer Students for Social Justice, 
went off without incident Thursday 
evening, the 27th. I was surprised 
and delighted by the relatively large 
crowd that showed up to hear about 
the issues concerning Iraq. This 
important issue was covered well by 
the five panel members present and 
due to Mr. Brian Dijkema’s capable 
oversight, the war did not start early. 
The five panelists were Dr. David 
T. Koyzis representing academia, 
Gregory Baus representing an 
American perspective, Shamiran 
Gorgis offering an Iraqi view, and 
Yolisa de Jager and Rob Joustra 
offering the Canadian perspective. 
Each panelist had a unique and 
informative view as to how the 
perceived Iraqi problem should be 
approached, 

Dr. Koyzis began the “chat” by 
presenting the “Just War theory,” 
developed and held by such 
theologians as Augustine and 
Aquinas. Of its many postulations, 
Dr. Koyzis pointed out that three 
postulations in particular cause 
trouble in making the case for a 
Just War against Iraq. Firstly, the 
intention of the US in attacking 
Iraq has been questioned, most 
commonly about the oil. Secondly, 
the requirement that the warfare be 
limited to combatants is also not met 
easily, for civilians and other non- 
combatants are almost inevitably 
hurt in any war. The final difficulty 
is that a Just War must be executed 
with the proper authority. This 
brings us to some difficult questions. 
Is the UN now proper authority? Or 
would NATO or some loose coalition 
of several nations be sufficient as in 


the Balkans? 

Gregory Baus made it clear 
that he did not offer The American 
Perspective or represent all 
Americans but only desired to help 
explain why some Americans do 
support the war. Mr. Baus succinctly 
said that American reasoning 
appeals to where the U.S. has come 
from and where it has been lately. 
The United States of America was 
born out of a rebellion, which was 
fought because of injustice felt by the 
American people. A short time later, 
the Civil war was fought to correct 
an injustice as well. It is this strong 
sense of Justice that Americans have 
held dear and taken with them into 
the twentieth century when dealing 
with Colonel Gaddafi’s explicit 
support of terrorist activities to 
Saddam Hussein's overt takeover 
of Kuwait. It is this strong sense of 
Justice which spurs the United States 
to action. 

Shamiran Gorgis was the next 
to speak, and as an Iraqi ex-patriot, 
she put a personal touch to all of this 
theoretical banter. Ms. Gorgis argued 
that Saddam Hussein is a ruthless 
dictator who demands total support 
and submission from his subjects. A 
regime change in Iraq would result 
in a total vacuum of power which 
would most likely be filled by a 
Shi‘ite Muslim government which 
would be religiously oppressive, or a 
Kurdish government, which would 
be inexperienced and oppressive. 
Lacking a clear alternative to the 
present regime, one should not be to 
hasty in pushing the old one out the 
window. 

Yolisa de Jager spoke next on 
Canada’s stance, or 
how it has waffled Hi 
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and not made any clear declarations 
supporting one view or the other. To 
calm fears of economic catastrophe, 
Ms. de Jager cites a BMO economist 
who claims that oil prices will 
settle down once Venezuala has 
production back and the economy 
has been doing poorly ever since 
the high technology bubble burst, 
not because of war fears. At present, 
Canada-United States relations are 
frosty at best and as far as a Canadian 
military commitment goes, they are 
already over-committed and cannot 
handle further obligations. 

Rob Joustra then spoke on what 
seemed like a deliberate challenge 
to the views expressed earlier by 
Dr. Koyzis. In explicating his views, 
Mr. Joustra went through each of 
the requirements for a Just War 
and reasoned why he thought they 
had been fulfilled. In summary, 
it was concluded that since Iraq 
possesses illegal weapons, that the 
US is not a conquering nation, that 
credible authority established by a 
coalition of nations and that the US 
goes through great pains to prevent 
civilian deaths, justification for a Just 
War has been established. 

After the presentations were 
done, there were a great many 
questions that were asked and 
answered, leading to greater clarity 
as to the positions of the panelists. 
Overall the evening was a great 
success and anyone who sat in on 
the discussion for any length of time 
surely benefitted. The question of 
what to do over Iraq is complex, 
difficult and not yet answered, but 
we are all one step closer. 
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Audience Treated to Soulful Performance 


JAMIE KARLSEN 


BY MIKE ARCE AND BRIANNA HAMMER 


Every good thing must have a 
sequel, or at least it should. Much 
like Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, and 
Barney's sing along videos, so the 
REC centre continued the legacy that 
Sir Matt McKenna began. The talents 
of Redeemer students Jason Legg 
and Rachel Epps made for a night of 
song, fellowship and even dancing. 
An intimate crowd gathered inside, 
against the bitterly cold night of 
Monday, March the 3™ to have a 
musical, mystical experience. They 
were not disappointed. 

The second leg (no pun intended) 
of the REC Centre Concert Series 
was geared towards a more casual 
atmosphere. Friends gathered 
around tables and played euchre, 
and other games, while 
to Jason and _ Rachel 
play their favourite tunes. Their 
repertoire included songs from 


Cupid $ 


BY JESSA REITSMA 


chess 


listening 


Coffeehouse has always been a 
place where Redeemer students can 
go for the purposes of displaying 
their talents, hanging out with their 
friends, enjoying some good tunes, 
and of course, choosing a good 
mate 

However, this last coffeehouse 
specifically designed for 
the latter objective. We all knew 
that Mark Sinke would win over 
bachelorette, Karmyn Giesbrecht 
but like a bad soap opera, felt 
the necessity to stick around and 
watch painfully as one by one, each 
eligible bachelor from the panel 
was eliminated beginning with Ben 
Goheen. This “Bachelorette” spin- 
off would not have been complete 
without Hadi plagiarizing Bette 
Midler’s “Wind Beneath My 
Wings” in a petty attempt at being 
romantic. The evening started on a 
simple key—the original sound of 
Noel Moes on guitar and talented 
songwriter Erica Van Drunen, 
singing two wonderful songs—one 
written by Erica and the other 
“Break Away” was written together. 
It was a great start to an evening 
of diverse and intriguing talents. 
Second up was Audrey Fawcett 
singing “Alleluiah” and Rachel Epps 
on the piano; another wonderful 
performance. 

Kristen Miedema followed with 
one of the best performances of 
the night, despite some technical 
problems. Her version of Paul 
Simon's “April, Come She Will” was 
fresh and smooth and she impressed 
us all with her singing voice as well 
as dazzling acoustic sounds on her 
guitar in Frante’s “Labour of Love.” 

Rachel Epps and Jason Legg’s 
singing duet of Elton John’s “Come 
Want Me” (with Jason on the piano) 
was brilliant and as usual, the 
couple enlightened us with their 
style and charming good looks, 

Jeff Timmermans _ surprised 
us all with the fresh and unique, 

twangy sound of his banjo—not 
your typical love song, mind you, 


was 


artists such as Tracy Chapman, 
Fastball, The Eagles, Live, Five for 
Fighting, and even the infamous 
Gloria Gaynor tune “I Will Survive.” 
There was also a “Hot-Chocolate 
Intermission,” which was much 
advertised in the legendary Time 
Out. 

While performing their songs 
they encouraged the crowd to sing 
along, and many did. They even 
dedicated two of their Coldplay 
songs to, of course, Dave De Smit, 
and we all know that Dave and 
Coldplay are like... yes, you know 
it, bread and even more bread! 
Jason played his guitar with great 
ease, even as he sang “Obviously 
I can’t remember the words to this 
song, but I like it anyway.” His 
voice and guitar were elegantly and 
beautifully accompanied by Rachel’s 
soft yet extremely powerful voice. 


otted at 


but a_ refreshing, much-needed 
change just before we left and were 
all bombarded with the usual hearts 
and doilies that are so perversely 
prominent during this Hallmark 


Jason even played barefoot for a 
while. They fed off of each other like 
pigeons scavenging for food during 
the winter: they complimented 
each other in many ways. It was 
obvious to the avaerage 

observer that they were 
having a lot of fun, and 
enjoying every second 
of their performance. 
During one song the 
audience even had the 
privilege of watching 
Matt McKenna and 
Miranda Ward share a 
dance number, which 
graciously ended in a 
marvellously executed 
dip. 

A very special guest 
also joined the stage 
during the first set, Mr. 
Gary Epps (yes, that’s 
Rachel’s dad). While 
being quite surprised 
that he was asked on 
stage, he took up Jason's 
guitar and accompanied 
Rachel in what seemed 
to be a very familiar 
song to them both. He 
also played and sang 
on his own after being 
persuaded by Rachel. 

With Jason’s superb 
skills on the guitar and 
Rachel's equally talented 
voice, the night was a 
big success for the REC 
Centre and for the duo. 
Despite the odd wrong 
chord or forgotten word 
(or verse for thatmatter), 
their performance was 


enjoyable and _ every 
mistake they made 
was just another laugh 
produced. Although 
they were friendly to 
the audience, more 
conversation and 


interaction was to be 
desired. 

The concert ended 
around midnight with 
the praise song “This Is 


the Air I Breathe,” which 

Jason nicely pointed out is very 
similar to the title song in “Beauty 
and the Beast” that the teapot sings. 
This song had the greatest audience 


Jason and Rachel- definitely a melodious relationship! 


participation and ended the evening 
on a good note. The REC Centre 
concert trilogy will continue on 
March 17" with Joel Harsevoort. 


KATHLEEN SEAGRAM 


Redeemer’s Coffeehouse 


holiday. 

Cheryl Johnson and Chris Pot 
then performed a duet of David 
Crowder’s “You're Everything” with 
Chris on the guitar, The evening 


ended with Tim Amor on acoustic 
guitar and his posse of two random 
guys on electric guitars. 

This blend of sounds worked 
nicely with their unique talent and 


again, proved to be a truly romantic 
night with the Moffat’s “Misery” as 
their finale. 


Chery! Johnson and Chris Pot 
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Canticle For Leibowitz: Review 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


Fiat Homo. Somewhere in the 
former Mid-Western states a single 
lonely figure in a coarse habit, not 
unlike the dress of pious monks of 
the Early Middle Ages, prepares 
himself a shelter for the night. 
Brother Francis Gerard is on a vigil 
part of an initiation rite for those 
wishing to join the Leibowitzian 
monastic order held during the 
yearly Lenten fast. He will discover 
the Sacred Shopping List—not that 
he has any idea what a “shopping 
list” is—which bears the signature of 
the blessed Isaac Edward Leibowitz, 
the founder of his religious order 
now dead for many centuries. 
Brother Gerard “meets” the blessed 
monk in the desert and is shown by 
him the Sacred Shrine Fallout Shelter. 
Gerard cringes at the thought of a 
Fallout for it conjures up images of a 
scaly demon in his mind. 

Thus opens Walter M. Miller’s A 
Canticle for Leibowitz, a strange and 
wonderful work of science fiction 
that is regularly counted among the 
top ten best sci-fi novels of all time. 
These qualities come across first in 
the way Miller playfully examines 
how the meaning of words can 
be lost over a long period of time, 
but not the words themselves. 
For example, who among us does 
not know what a shopping list is? 
Second, it is strange because of the 
positive light the Christian religion 
is placed in, specifically as it is in its 
Catholic form. Most science fiction 
looks negatively at the “dogma” 
associated with religion, and so a 
positive view of religion and science 
fiction make strange bedfellows. 

Post-apocalyptic sci-fi—the genre 
which Canticle falls into—while 
stepping ahead chronologically, 
takes a step back culturally. The 
world Miller creates has a deluge 
as a backdrop. As in the days of 
Noah when God punished the sinful 
proud hearts of men, the face of the 
Earth is once again covered with a 
deluge, this time not of water, but of 
fire and nuclear fallout. 

Miller holds Canticle up as a 
mirror to the course of Western 
history. Rome falls once again and 
her knowledge is lost; common men 
kill every scientist who they blame 
for the nuclear disaster; and books 
are burned in an attempt to ensure 
that the Flame Deluge will never 
happen again. The knowledge of 
the previous civilization now exists 


only in one place: the monasteries 
where monks faithfully preserve 
it and copy it. They call it the 
Memorabilia, though it is not that 
they have any clue what exactly 
they are remembering in their 
labour of continual preservation 
and copying—someday, though, 
someone will, 

Six centuries pass after the 
Simplification before —_ Brother 
Francis Gerard discovers the 
aforementioned shopping _ list, 
and Sacred Shelter. Soon healings, 
dreams, and other miraculous 
happenings are connected to the 
beatus Isaac Leibowitz’s relics. The 
blessed monk becomes a saint. 

This novel is wonderful for its 
lighthearted points of Catholic 
doctrine. At one part Brother Francis 
asks if he can offers prayers. His 
confessor replies yes, but regrettably 
informs him that since his patron is 
not yet a saint, he will only be able 
to receive it in the name of the Holy 
Spirit. “Will he do?” Brother Gerard 
is asked. Miller pokes fun at his own 
tradition’s practice of praying to 
saints. 

A third of the way through 
Canticle, Brother Francis is sent to 
deliver the relic to New Rome. After 
a short stay he returns and is shot 
through the head with an arrow by 
a mutant highwayman, a misborn 
product of the demon Fallout. This 
little trick has the potential to be very 
disorienting for the reader. Who kills 
off their main character halfway 
through the book? Miller is trying 
to illustrate the fact that the conflict 
he is describing is far more than the 
conflict between two characters or 
groups of characters. 

Fiat Lux. Six hundred more years 
pass and the knowledge that the 
Leibowitzian monks so faithfully 
have preserved begins to perk an 
interest in a new breed of secular 
scholars. New characters represent 
the different historical figures and 
movements that are found in our 
textbooks: Thon Taddeo, a scholar, 
has Descartes’ project of doubt under 
his arm; a traveling Poet represents 
the Romantic interests and sees 


danger in mechanizing a view of-- 


nature; even the abbey is split down 
the center. The Church finds itself a 
protector of a heritage that a world 
once forsook, but now desperately 
wants back. The Church is told to 
get out of the business of protecting 
knowledge. They are warned not to 


Upcoming Events 


Redeemer and Greater 
Thu 6 Mar: Uncovered 


~ RUC’s own singer/ 
songwriters take to the stage 
in the Foyer — 10pm 

Thu 6 Mar: Jon Ludgate — at 
Augusta’s Winking Judge 

- 10pm 

Thu 6 Mar: Raise the Red_ 
Lantern — Filmfest presents 
and discusses the film in 
Rm125G ~ 7:15pm 

Fri 7 Mar: Paul Langille — at 
Augusta’s Winking Judge 

~ 10pm 

Sat 8 Mar: Bourne Identity 
~ Movie Night in the Aud 

- 8pm 

Sat 8 Mar: Paul Langille — at 
Augusta’s Winking Judge 

- 10pm 

Sun 9 Mar: McMaster 
Chamber Orchestra 


— at Convocation Hall, Mac, 
905.525.9140 —- 3pm 


Hamilton 


Thu 13 Mar: Coffeehouse 

~ RUC'’s best and brightest in 
the Foyer — 10:15pm 

Thu 13 Mar: Gregg Trio — at 
Augusta’s Winking Judge 

~ 10pm 

Fri 14 Mar: Steve Sinnicks 

~ at Augusta’s Winking Judge 
- 10pm 

Sat 15 Mar: Doug Feaver - at 
Augusta’s Winking Judge 

~ 10pm 

Mon 17 Mar: Joel Harsevoort 
~ Rec Centre Concert Series 
continues — 10pm 

Tue 25 Mar: Commedia 
Project — Redeemer’s Spring 
Mainstage open until Sat 29 
Mar 

Mon 7 Apr: Chantal 
Kreviazuk — at Hamilton 
Place 905.546.3050 


Alcohol continued from page 3 


in the early 1900s. Then, in 1917, 
America declared war on Germany. 
It is more than coincidence that 
Congress passed the Volstead Act, 
the basis for Prohibition, just two 
years later. 

Temperance forces made less 
of an impact in Canada than 
in the United States. A smaller 
minority there held fundamentalist 
views, and Canada’s Western 
frontier never quite succumbed 
to the raucous saloon culture that 


prompted some of the boldest action 
by American temperance crusaders 
(think ax-wielding Carry Nation). 
Yet Canada did flirt with Prohibition. 
In 1916, Ontario outlawed the 
sale of alcohol, except native wine 
for medicinal purposes. British 
Columbia followed in 1917. Quebec 
passed a weaker law, aimed only at 
hard liquor, in 1919, then repealed 
it in 1921. Canadian brewers and 
rumrunners greatly benefited from 


keep from the children of the world 
what is rightfully their inheritance. 

Fiat Voluntas Tua. Once again 
Mankind possesses Lucifer. The 
Church has passed with six more 
centuries out of the courts of power. 
The monks of St. Leibowitz are no 
longer chosen solely for the deep 
piety, but also for their experience 
in space. 

When the warning LUCIFER IS 
FALLEN rings out a small band of 
monks, three newly consecrated 
bishops, and a group of settlers 
board an_ interstellar spaceship 
as the sky becomes as bright as a 
thousand suns. The last monk bends 
over and takes off his sandals and 
symbolically shakes the dust from 
them before the boarding door is 
closed, 

Canticle is made up of three short 
stories that were originally published 
in The Magazine of Fantasy and 
Science Fiction consecutively from 
1955 to 1957. Miller had served as a 
bomber in the air army corps during 
WWIL. It is suspected that he was 
affected profoundly by the air raids 
on the monastery at Montecassino 
and drew the inspiration for this 
novel from there. 

Canticle only has two reoccurring 
characters. Miller seems to have 
recognized that single men don’t 
change history if they stand alone 
with no teachers to learn from and 
no disciples to carry on their work. 
The first character is collectively the 
monks of Saint Leibowitz, who live 
broken in the hope of redemption, 
forced to learn what it is to be 
faithful. The second character is 
Benjamin the Wandering Jew, an 
eternal character lifted from Catholic 
traditio. Benjamin reappears at key 
moments, each time looking for the 
Messiah, but never finding him. 

The scope of history that Miller 
brings under the roof of Canticle 
is simply spectacular. The skill he 
uses to weave the story together, the 
questions he asks through the telling 
of this story, and the wit he employs 
to make his point, almost make me 
wonder why I am not Catholic. 


Latin Translations: 

Fiat Homo ~ Let There Be Man 

Fiat Lux ~ Let There Be Light 

Fiat Voluntas Tua — Thy Will Be 
Done 


Sodom continued 
from page 2 


to start dragging stuff out of the Old 
Testament as a guide to relationships 
when we have New Testament 
parameters,” he said. Some might 
argue that snipping the Bible in two 
is not really a good way to support a 
“no kissing” rule. Powell’s statement 
here needs more clarification, and 
certainly qualification, 

The seminar closed with another 
call to purity in community. Personal 
accountability is essential, as it is 
impossible to live a life of holiness 
on one’s own. Furthermore, sexual 
purity, like the rest of our lives, 
works to the glory of God. The 
“pursuit of sexual freedom is really 
the pursuit of God,” Powell said, 

to start dragging stuff out of 
the Old Testament as a guide to 
relationships when we have New 
Testament parameters,” he said. 
Some might argue that snipping 
the Bible in two is not really a good 
way to support a “no kissing” 
rule, Powell’s statement here needs 
more clarification, and certainly 
qualification. 

The seminar closed with another 
call to purity in community. Personal 
accountability is essential, as it is 
impossible to live a life of holiness 
on one’s own. Furthermore, sexual 
purity, like the rest of our lives, 
works to the glory of God. The 
“pursuit of sexual freedom is really 
the pursuit of God,” Powell said. 


Prohibition in America, 


American Prohibition 
was repealed in 1933, but 
Fundamentalists, their neo- 


evangelical heirs, and Pentecostals 
still generally shun drinking. These 
Christians may also object more 
strenuously to smoking than does 
the general population, though 
they also may not, considering that 
America’s Bible belt doubles as its 
main tobacco-producing region. I’ve 
never seen statistics either way. 


ANDREA COLYN 


Java Fair: Café Review 


BY ANDREA COLYN 


When you walk up to Java 
Fair, a fair trade café in the heart 
of Dundas, a descending staircase 
greets you. The café is located in 
the basement of a grey building at 8 
King Street East, next to The Thirsty 
Cactus, near the corner of Main 
Street. 

Small tables are scattered 
around the store, seating 2-3 people 
each, creating a cozy and intimate 
atmosphere. The walls, painted a 
light sunshiny yellow, make the café 
feel full of light despite the lack of 
windows. The atmosphere is very 
artsy. The tables have round tops, 
and many of them are tastefully 
decorated with magazine clippings. 
A local artist's artwork hangs, for 
sale, on the walls. Shelves are full 
of magazines for your reading 
pleasure, and oldies music softly 
plays in the background. Overall, 
the place has a refreshing, intimate 
and almost “hippie” atmosphere. 

A decent selection of food is 
available, including a _ breakfast 
bagel, a variety of sandwiches and 
wraps, soups and muffins, cookies 
and cakes. Most of the food is under 
$5; a coffee and a muffin comes 
to just over $3. All of their food 
is baked or made in-store (well, 
maybe not the frozen yogurt...). 
Each time that I have visited this 
café, I have found the food to be 
excellent. The breakfast bagels, 
sporting a hard boiled egg, tomato, 
lettuce and cheese, are excellent, the 
muffins are “too good to share,” and 
the BLT's are remarkable. All their 
sandwiches come on white or whole 
wheat bread, and the bread slices are 


very thick, making the sandwiches 
satisfyingly filling. 

As far as beverages go, they 
have a full menu of Europeans, iced 
Europeans, Italian sodas, juices and 
plenty of varieties of herbal tea. 
They offer a large variety of coffees, 
up to 21 different kinds of beans in 
store at a time, and they keep 4 on 
brew at all times, including at least 
one decaffeinated coffee. The coffee 
carafes are kept on the customer side 
of the counter, allowing their patrons 
to mix and match as they serve 
themselves. Now, be careful when 
you pour, because not all of their 
coffees are “Fair Trade certified!” 

Pay attention to their hours of 
service, because the hours are rather 
short. Monday through Thursday, 
the café is open from 8-4, on Fridays 
from 8-7, on Saturdays from 8-5 
and the café is closed on Sundays. 
Java Fair is hiring (an employment 
opportunity which some of you 
may be interested in), which makes 
me think that the owner may be 
considering extending the hours. 

Java Fair is a great place to go if 
you are looking for an intimate time 
with one or two friends, or you want 
to have some quiet time by yourself. 
The set-up of the café does not really 
allow for larger groups, and the 
hours of operation restrict the time 
period in which patrons can visit. 

This review will be the final in 
the series of reviews of local fair 
trade cafés. Sadly, no more fair trade 
cafés exist in the area to be reviewed! 
[At least none that I’m aware of. If 
anyone has any leads, feel free to 
contact me!] I hope that you enjoy 
exploring this new café and that you 
have taken the pleasure of visiting 


support the work of social justice oriented 


Faith 
Justice 
Politics 


this ad sponsored by: 

Nick Van Dyk, Housing Consultant 
Co-uoperative and Non-Profit Housing 
43 Woodmount Crescent 

Nepean, Ontario K2E 5P9 


Christians by becoming a member 


(only $10 for students) 


read the Catalyst available in your library 
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Citizens for Public Justice 
Suite 311, 229 College Street 
Toronto, Ontario MST IR4 


visit us at our website: www.cpj.ca 
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Vive La 
Resistance 


BY DAN POSTMA 


So I was commissioned to write a Backside article for 
The Crown's spectacular issue number eight. After many days 
of pondering what topics I might approach in this article, I 
gave up on ever finding anything funny again, assumed the 
fetal position and waited for the war in Iraq to be over, at 
which point surely I could find humour in the world again. 

Slowly I came to the realization that a crazed war on 
a third-world nation would likely reduce worldwide supply 
of farce (or perhaps such farce would reach its peak), and that 
my chances might even be less then than now, Thus, I renewed 
my quest. Unfortunately, rather than a singular topic, I came 
up with a bunch of keywords that have been of interest to me 
recently. Far from a cohesive short essay, the best I can hope 
for in this column is an anecdotal ramble that may, in the near 
future, serve as support for an insanity plea. 

KITTENS. Kittens are fascinating creatures. They are 
capable of reducing much of the adult populace to a pathetic 
puddle of “awws” and “puddums” and other depraved 
droolings. Unfortunately for the feline species the majority 
of kittens eventually get older and turn into grown cats and 
lose their commanding influence over the (theoretically) 
dominating homo sapiens. Once they reach the slothful, 
pampered state of adult cat, they lose a lot of the adoring fans 
who catered to their every whim in kittenhood. Unfortunately 
for the human race the cats don’t see things this way; they 
assume that the reverence with which they were treated 
as three-ounce furballs will continue unabated, even when 


they’ve passed 
the thirty- 
pound = mark. 


This contrast 
in worldview 
has been the 
cause of such 
catastrophes 
as shredded 
furniture, 


gourmet cat 
chow and the 
phenomenon 


known as “one 
cat expecting 
to pass through the same closed door four times per hour.” 
EUCHRE. Another riveting topic. Redeemer is divided 
into two groups: those who play euchre every chance they 
get, and those that seize every chance to proclaim how 
much they hate the game. “It’s entirely random and based 
on chance,” the more banal critics claim. Other enemies 
of euchre refuse to play it on the very principle that it is 
so popular; non-conformity lives on even in the smallest 
bubbles. Nevertheless, the game has found widespread 
acceptance, and even addiction, at Redeemer and is thus 
a worthy topic. Look around after one of the many euchre 
tournaments staged all year, and you're likely to find at 
least two half-decks of cards, containing the lower half of 
the deck not used in euchre, abandoned faster than a shanty 
in Pompeii. In no group is euchre more prevalent than that 
which is the subject of the next paragraph. “What's that,” you 
say, “a hint of cohesion? You're fired!” Hah, you'll see. 
CHOIR. I thought this topic deserved its own 
paragraph, pure and unsullied, independent and glorious, the 
envy of all the other topics, obviously destined for greatness. 
I trust the parallel escapes none. Choir is a beautiful thing, 
and not just because of our wild appreciation for euchre. We 
also get to revel three times a week in the highest form of 
music (which is itself the highest form of art), traverse the 
province and beyond each year, and draw larger audiences 
than any Redeemer student performances of any type. And 
we play ludicrous amounts of euchre. What more could 
anyone ask? The only problem for members of this elite class 
is that mandatory rehearsals often preclude other important 
activities on campus, such as dinner, sports and open forums 
on shopping carts, the foyer staircases, or other critically- 
important topics. And next year, they’re even thinking 
about having classes during the afternoon choir period, 
Which brings me to the title of my article. What would 
those haughty cats think if we limited them to 2 door- 
openings per day? What would those euchre-haters say if 
we told them that giving in and enjoying the game is a lot 
more fun than ranting against it? What would Redeemer say 
if their best publicity tool, the choir, went on strike? Vive la 
résistance! Liberty, equality, fraternity! Power to the... oh, 
shut up and get some sleep. 
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Commerce Place, | King St. West 
Mail: PO. Box 907, Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3P6 
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Email: dvanderwoerd@rossmecbride.com 


Direct Dial: 905-572-5803 


THE FOCUS OF THE BACKSIDE 1S TO PROVIDE COMIC RELIE? AND A VENUE FOR HEALTHY HUMOUR. IT IS NEVER THE INTENTION TO OFFEND 


Cp 
ACROSS 
1, Perch 


6. Philosophy dr. 

9. Windshield cleaner 
14, More ill 

15. Undignified 

16, Foe 

17. Fishing net 

18, Paris lover 

19. Andes animal 

20, Disease transmission 
22, Madrid houses 
23. Do wrong 


24. Lateen-rigged sailing vesse! 


26, On this 

30. Weaker 

34. Satirical publication 
35, Come up 

36. No 

37. PA “Ivy” 


38. Family restaurant, Bob__ 


39, Crazy 

40. German river 

41. Branch 

42. Fledged 

43. Fiendish 

45, Stephen King novel 
46. Imitated absurdly 
47. Cry 

48. Comprehend 

51. Loathsome 

57, Present occasion 
58. Feminine undergarment 
59, Eagle’s nest 


> 


60, First woman in House of Commons 


61. Rule ¥ 


62. Affixes 4 


63. Serves 
64, Unagi 
65. Elms 


DOWN 


. Margarine 

. Actress Lena 

. Mailed 

. Treachery 

. Boring 

. Prefix meaning same 

. Diminishing 

9, Greeting 

10. Spouse’s family members 
11. Carrots’ accompaniment 
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Can you feel the groove? 


ANY OF OUR READERS. PLEASE HELP US BY CONTRIBUTING HUMOUROUS PIECES OR QUOTES THAT YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE 


. Kind of computer architeeture 
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. Austen novel 


. Scandinavian rugs 
. Tonic companion 


. Snake sound 
. Wished 
. Clyster 


. Cleanse 


. Eternity 

. French money 
. Vacant 

. Desirous 


. Prepared 


. Able to evade 
. Sea eagle 


. Fuel 
. Jalapeno followers 
. Colorful 
. Cheerleader in costume 
. Cow talk 

. Shoulder blanket 


. Chew 

. Activist Parks 
. Against 

. Hillside 


53. Back 
54. Great Lake 


55. Egyptian river 
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Check out 
The Crown 


Online for the 
solutions 


. Roberts in Ocean's Eleven 


Wait a minute... is that a toilet? 


NOTABLE 
QUOTABLES 


“Your printer is slower than constipation.” 
Miranda Ward 


“My stomach is full and sleepy.” 
Shanna vanOosten 


“God doesn’t forgive library thieves.” 
Ren VanOord 


“Being turned on doesn’t mean you're in a relationship.” 
Nicole 


“I'd rather die by mercury than by having insects crawl 
out my ears.” 
Elita Fung 


“It is the power of a mother to delegate, and I’m ‘darn’ 
good at it!” 
Dave Geertsma exercising his RA rights 


“I’m not a horse, I don’t want a stable relationship.” 
Bethany Atkinson 


“I'd like to see security in tights.” 
Maria Vo 


“We live in the ghetto section of Redeemer.” 
Maria Vo 


“Good old Google, the ultimate arbiter of reality.” 
Brian vanOosten 


“The Netherlands then is like California now, a big bowl 
of granola. Take away the nuts, fruits and flakes, and 
there ain’t much left.” 

Dr. Payton 


